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Why Use Libraries?

Because…

the Web does not 

have everything!



The Web does not have:

Full-text  of

 95% of the copyrighted books

 70% of the copyrighted 

journal articles





Libraries have full-text of 
scholarly sources

Copyrighted books

Copyrighted journal articles



Scholarly  =  Evaluated for Quality

Often Peer-Reviewed

Authors with degrees

Longer (5-50 pages)

Source Bibliographies



Evaluate  for  Quality

WHO

WHAT

WHY

WHEN

WHERE

Can it be corroborated 

with another source you trust?



Primary Sources

 Created during time being studied

 Reflect individual observer viewpoint



Primary  Sources: Examples

Reports of original research

Diary, letter, journal, memoir

 Photograph, drawing, poster, 
film footage, sheet music, song, 
interview, political speech



Secondary Sources

 Interpret event or phenomenon

One step (or more) removed

 Reference Books

 Text books



Secondary  Sources: Examples

Biographical works 

Commentary & History

 Critical notes on a sacred or literary work

Review article & literature review



Find "Help" or "Search Tips"

 Phrase search

 Truncation

 Boolean Operators

 Adjacency Operators

 Field search & Limiters



http://

pc.ctc.edu





Library Catalogs

PC Library Catalog

WorldCat.org

NOLS.org





Use Date Range Limiter to Find 

Books Written during World War II



Peninsula College Library Catalog



Memoirs, Letters, Interviews, 

Autobiographies, Diaries

 If you have the name, search by author

 If you don't have name, search by topic 

and combine with subheadings:

 correspondence

 diaries

 interviews

 personal narratives

Example: women AND autobiography









Magazine or Newspaper Articles 
from the Time You Are Writing About

 Use article database to find citations

 Use Library catalog or the A-to-Z 

database to see if source publication 

is available in the Library



Multidisciplinary  Databases

A-to-Z  E-Journals Index

Academic Search Premier

ProQuest

Ebrary Academic

CQ Researcher



Discipline-Specific Databases

History

Environment

Literature

Science

Business







ProQuest Search for Gulf War



ProQuest Results



Newspaper Article from the Time 

Period You are Writing About

 Use a newspaper index

 Limit search to time period

Example in ProQuest:

(persian gulf war) AND 

PDN(<2/15/1991)



Newspaper Article from the Time 

Period You are Writing About



Develop a Search Strategy

 Books     Library Catalogs

 Articles   Library Databases

 Gov Docs (post-1995)  Web

 Gov Docs (pre-1995)  Libraries

 Subject Enyclopedias  Libraries


