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TheThe largestlargest damdam removalremoval andand fisheriesfisheries
restorationrestoration projectproject everever attemptedattempted isis slatedslated
forfor thethe ElwhaElwha RiverRiver inin ruralrural northwesternnorthwestern
WashingtonWashington statestate.. InIn 19921992,, thethe UU..SS.. CongressCongress
passedpassed thethe ElwhaElwha RiverRiver EcosystemEcosystem andand
FisheriesFisheries RestorationRestoration ActAct (Public(Public LawLaw 102495102495),),
whichwhich waswas thethe resultresult ofof effortsefforts byby citizens,citizens,
federalfederal organizations,organizations, andand thethe LowerLower ElwhaElwha
KlallamKlallam TribeTribe.. ThisThis isis aa uniquelyuniquely

TheThe ElwhaElwha RiverRiver containscontains moremore thanthan
seventyseventy fivefive milesmiles ofof creekscreeks andand
tributariestributaries traditionallytraditionally usedused byby allall fivefive
speciesspecies ofof PacificPacific salmonsalmon andand steelheadsteelhead..
TheThe majoritymajority ofof thethe riverriver hashas beenbeen
protectedprotected fromfrom developmentdevelopment (as(as mostmost ofof
itit residesresides withinwithin OlympicOlympic NationalNational
Park),Park), yetyet thethe fishfish havehave beenbeen blockedblocked
fromfrom passagepassage justjust fivefive milesmiles fromfrom thetheq yq y

interdisciplinaryinterdisciplinary project,project, involvinginvolving treatytreaty rights,rights,
hydropower,hydropower, locallocal resources,resources, endangeredendangered salmonsalmon
species,species, andand aa citycity dependentdependent onon thethe ElwhaElwha
RiverRiver forfor muchmuch ofof itsits waterwater..
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river’sriver’s mouthmouth sincesince 19101910.. InIn 20122012,, thethe
damsdams areare slatedslated forfor removalremoval,, allowingallowing
salmonidsalmonid passagepassage forfor thethe firstfirst timetime inin
moremore thanthan aa centurycentury..
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First Salmon CeremonyFirst Salmon Ceremony
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PeninsulaPeninsula CollegeCollege hashas activelyactively engagedengaged studentsstudents
inin thethe studystudy ofof thesethese dynamicdynamic ecosystemsecosystems,, fromfrom
humanities/environmentalhumanities/environmental sciencescience--basedbased learninglearning
communitycommunity coursescourses toto NationalNational ScienceScience FoundationFoundation
grantsgrants thatthat supportsupport undergraduateundergraduate researchresearch

Work in progress includes links between English composition and GIS Work in progress includes links between English composition and GIS 
mapping through Google Earth. This exploration of the Elwha provides mapping through Google Earth. This exploration of the Elwha provides 
a conceptual look into history and a vision toward a future watershed, a conceptual look into history and a vision toward a future watershed, 
combining environmental science and humanities researchcombining environmental science and humanities research in in 
inspiring visual narratives. inspiring visual narratives. 

TheThe FirstFirst SalmonSalmon CeremonyCeremony embodiesembodies idealsideals ofof
strengthstrength andand immortalityimmortality.. KlallamKlallam storiesstories warnedwarned
thatthat ifif thethe naturalnatural systemssystems werewere pollutedpolluted oror
diminished,diminished, thethe entireentire habitathabitat wouldwould suffersuffer.. StudiesStudies
havehave shownshown thatthat marinemarine derivedderived nutrientsnutrients returnreturn toto
thethe riparianriparian areasareas wherewhere salmonsalmon spawn,spawn,
underscoringunderscoring traditionaltraditional knowledgeknowledge throughthrough
scientificscientific datadata..

JustJust asas thethe riverriver andand fisheriesfisheries restorationrestoration projectsprojects

grantsgrants thatthat supportsupport undergraduateundergraduate researchresearch..

LandscapesLandscapes ofof HomeHome isis aa studentstudent--facultyfaculty
collaborativecollaborative bookbook publishedpublished inin 20062006,, thethe
culminationculmination ofof aa LearningLearning CommunityCommunity thatthat
combinedcombined Literature,Literature, ArtArt (drawing),(drawing), EnvironmentalEnvironmental
Science,Science, andand EnglishEnglish compositioncomposition..

D f l d bi d f d lD f l d bi d f d l JustJust asas thethe riverriver andand fisheriesfisheries restorationrestoration projectsprojects
gaingain momentum,momentum, moremore individualsindividuals areare speakingspeaking
thethe ancientancient languagelanguage.. WhenWhen thethe damsdams areare removedremoved
andand wildwild salmonsalmon returnreturn toto thethe ElwhaElwha River,River, thethe
KlallamKlallam wordswords willwill bebe therethere toto greetgreet themthem inin storystory
andand inin songsong..

Dozens of mammals and birds feed on salmon carcasses. Dozens of mammals and birds feed on salmon carcasses. 
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““TheThe KlallamKlallam languagelanguage (nəx(nəxʷ̫ssƛ̕ƛ̕ayay̕̕əmúcən)əmúcən) hashas sincesince timetime
immemorialimmemorial beenbeen spokenspoken onon thethe northnorth shoreshore ofof Washington'sWashington's
OlympicOlympic PeninsulaPeninsula fromfrom thethe StraitStrait ofof JuanJuan dede FucaFuca inlandinland intointo
thethe mountainsmountains”” ((http://www.ling.unt.edu/~montler/klallam/)/)..
However,However, byby thethe latelate twentiethtwentieth century,century, veryvery fewfew individualsindividuals
spokespoke thethe languagelanguage fluently,fluently, soso thethe LowerLower ElwhaElwha KlallamKlallam
tribetribe soughtsought federalfederal grantsgrants andand hiredhired expertexpert linguistlinguist TimTim
MontlerMontler.. AfterAfter manymany yearsyears ofof collaborationcollaboration amongamong elderselders ofof
thethe tribetribe andand locallocal teacherteacher andand tribaltribal membermember JamieJamie Valadez,Valadez,

Images courtesy of Olympic National Park, Peninsula College, and Google EarthImages courtesy of Olympic National Park, Peninsula College, and Google Earth

Center of Excellence • Peninsula College • Port Angeles, WA • www.pc.ctc.edu/coeCenter of Excellence • Peninsula College • Port Angeles, WA • www.pc.ctc.edu/coe

MontlerMontler assistedassisted inin transcribingtranscribing thethe languagelanguage toto writtenwritten formform..
NowNow KlallamKlallam isis taughttaught inin locallocal middlemiddle andand highhigh schoolsschools andand
spokenspoken amongamong tribaltribal peoplepeople inin homes,homes, asas wellwell.. PeninsulaPeninsula
CollegeCollege offeredoffered anan ITVITV coursecourse inin thethe KlallamKlallam language,language, inin
whichwhich elderselders joinedjoined ValadezValadez inin thethe classroomclassroom andand MontlerMontler waswas
connectedconnected viavia satellitesatellite fromfrom TexasTexas..

For more information, please visit these websites:For more information, please visit these websites:
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www.elwhainfo.orgwww.elwhainfo.org
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